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MAIN TITLES

FADE IN:

BAKER’S HOME - NIGHT

The neighbourhood from the alley side is mostly dark. A few 
windows have lights on, especially Gloria’s room as we pan 
in on it.

We see GLORIA looking glum, staring out of the window. We 
can also see MINT looking equally down sitting next to her.

When we reach the window, GLORIA faces the camera.

GLORIA
Did you ever do something bad? 
Something so bad that you didn’t 
want anyone to know about it? So 
you try to hide it, but it just 
makes things worse...

(sighs)
And I did try to make things 
better again. I did try to fix 
it.

FADE TO:

INT. BAKER’S DOZEN

GLORIA
(voice-over)

It started a couple of days ago. 
There were a lot of people at 
daddy’s shop.

There are people at tables - it’s not a full house - and 
CHARLIE is serving. One of his customers is MR. KING.

CHARLIE
Here you go. Three chocolate 
muffins, two slices of banana 
cream pie and a nice hot pot of 
tea.

He carefully puts the pot on the table and then turns to 
Mr. King.

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
Is there anything else I can get 
for you Mr. King? Freshen that 
cup of coffee?

MR. KING
Why, yes. Thank you, Charlie.
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As Charlie leaves, Mr. King turns a little to notice the 
very nice teapot that Charlie had places on the next table. 

He then turns to the rest of the shop.

From his view, he notices that the other teapots at other 
tables are different.

We cut to the main entrance.

Gloria runs in followed by her friends, NADEEM, LYLA and 
CHI-REN.

GLORIA
Hi, Mr. King.

Mr. King smiles and gives a little wave as the children 
stop in front of him.

MR. KING
Hello, Gloria.

(pointing as he goes)
And to you, Nadeem, Lyla and Chi-
Ren. Just finished school, have 
you?

CHILDREN
(together)

Yes, Mr. King.

Charlie comes back with the coffee pot and notices the 
children.

CHARLIE
There you are, cupcake. Did you 
have a good day in school today?

GLORIA
(with a big smile)

Yep!

CHARLIE
Okay, you and your friends can 
sit over there and I’ll bring 
your muffins in a while.

NADEEM
Can I have a banana muffin?

CHI-REN
I want a chocolate muffin, 
please.

LYLA
I would like a blueberry muffin, 
please.
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CHARLIE
Okay, children. Just sit a while 
and I’ll bring it to you, okay?

They head over to an empty table. Charlie turns back to Mr. 
King and pours coffee into his cup.

MR. KING
I was just noticing the teapot 
over there.

(He points to the teapot 
at the next table)

It’s different from the others.

CHARLIE
Yes, it belonged to my mother. I 
didn’t expect so many people to 
want tea in a pot today.

MR. KING
It’s a very interesting teapot.

Charlie smiles in response.

CHARLIE
Thank you. I should get to the 
children first.

MR. KING
Of course. Maybe later you can 
tell me where your mother got 
this teapot from.

CHARLIE
Sure.

He turns away.

Mr. King is still eying the teapot.

He turns to look at Charlie giving the muffins to the 
children and notices that Gloria has a strawberry muffin.

The children are enjoying their muffin and have chocolate 
milk to drink.

CUT TO:

EXT. 

Alley garden area. The children are playing, running 
around. Chi-Ren looks like he’s wearing a cape. Lyla is 
waving a stick around like it was a sword. (Note:- Optional 
if LOTTIE and MINT are playing also, if the other kids are 
aware of them by this point.)
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Mr. King is sitting in his usual chair, watching over the 
kids.

LYLA
I am the mountain queen! You 
cannot defeat me!

CHI-REN
Nothing stops SuperChi! I will 
get you!

The children are shrieking and laughing.

We see Charlie coming out.

CHARLIE
Children, it’s getting late.

(then he turns to Mr. 
King)

Thank you for watching over them, 
Mr. King.

MR. KING
At least an old codger like me 
can still do something. About 
that teapot Charlie...

 We have a wide shot of the gardens and then..

MOTHER 1
(off screen)

Chi-Ren.

CHI-REN
Coming!

Wide shot on the children.

GLORIA
Aw... Five more minutes?

MOTHER 2
Lyla!

FATHER 1
Nadeem!

LYLA
(dropping her stick)

I gotta go.

NADEEM
See you tomorrow

The children disperse and Gloria trudges to her home where 
her dad is waiting at the door, talking to Mr. King.
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CHARLIE
Come on, cupcake. Go wash up and 
help Lottie set the table.

CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

Kitchen / dining area where Lottie is on the table putting 
the forks and spoons/ knifes in place. 

Gloria is putting the plates and Charlie is carrying the 
dishes and whistling his little tune.

Rolly is munching at his own bowl, and Mint is peeking 
around the cat, eyeing the food bowl.

A small piece of food drops out of Rolly’s dish. Rolly 
looks lazily at it, and Mint dashes out, grabs the piece 
with something like a yelp and disappears in a speed cloud. 

Rolly hisses.

Mint cheerfully barks back.

Rolly seems indifferent and goes back to eating his own 
food.

Charlie puts a second dish on the table. Gloria is already 
sitting in her place. Lottie has her own little table near 
Gloria.

GLORIA
What were you and Mr. King 
talking about just now?

CHARLIE
Well, Mr. King-Cake was asking 
about the your grandmother’s 
China teapot.

GLORIA
What’s a China Teapot?

Charlie points up at the teapot on the cupboard.

CHARLIE
You see that one, cupcake?

GLORIA
Uh-huh.

Charlie turns back to his meal.
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CHARLIE
A long time ago, your 
grandmother, my mother lived in 
China...

DISSOLVE TO:

PLAIN SCREEN

...or a nice old fashioned China street scene with a bakery 
there. Much like how Charlie imagines things to be...

CHARLIE
(voice over)

And she had a nice little cake 
shop, much like this one.

We see a Chinese version of Baker’s Dozen and it 
surrounding shops, except that all signage is in Chinese.

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
(voice over)

She worked very hard, baking 
cakes and pies, and selling them 
to the people there.

We see two groups of people rushing to the shop, much like 
how we’ve seen it happen at Charlie’s shop.

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
(voice over)

She was very popular and the 
people liked her cakes and pies 
and biscuits.

We see the same two groups rush out of the shop and a “SOLD 
OUT” hanging on the window.

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
(voice over)

She would also serve tea, like we 
do, in an traditional English 
teapots.

We see the interior of the shop, very much like Charlie’s, 
but with some Chinese decorations. There are normal ceramic 
teapots on the counter and Charlie’s mother standing near 
the counter looking satisfied.

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
(voice over)

Then one day, she had to leave 
China.

Same shot as before except with Charlie’s mother dressed to 
travel and holding bags. There is a Chinese couple with 
her.
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CHARLIE (CONT’D)
(voice over)

The people she left the shop to 
gave her a few China teapots in 
exchange for the teapots she had 
used at the shop.

We see the exchange of one pair of teapots. The teapot is 
in his mother’s hand...

DISSOLVE TO:

BAKER’S HOME

The same teapot on the shelf. Then we see Charlie and 
Gloria at the dinner table.

CHARLIE
Travelling in those days was not 
easy and only two of the teapots 
made it unbroken. They are very 
old and very special teapots.

Gloria and Charlie have finished their dinner.

GLORIA
Why are they so special?

CHARLIE
Because they belonged to your 
grandmother, cupcake.

CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

Exterior night, as we pull back from a sweet moment.

FADE TO:

BAKER’S DOZEN

It’s the next afternoon (probably Saturday?) Gloria is 
helping her father wipe the tables.

CHARLIE
I’m going to buy some groceries 
before Mr. Hooperusk closes his 
shop, so I’ll only be gone for a 
few minutes. Do you think you can 
clean up the rest on your own, 
cupcake?

GLORIA
Sure thing, daddy.
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CHARLIE
Okay. Take it slow and easy. 
Don’t over do it.

Charlie steps out as Gloria stacks some plates to carry. 
And then she eyes the teapot - the special China teapot.

She considers something for a moment.

She reaches out for the teapot and takes it.

She carefully balances it on top of her pile of plates.

She heads off into the kitchen, wobbling a little, trying 
to control the balance.

Everything seems fine...

GLORIA
Uh-oh...

There’s a load crash or broken china. Rolly and Mint come 
running out of the back room that Gloria had gone into.

GLORIA (CONT’D)
...oops...

(voice over)
Boy, was I in trouble.

FADE TO BLACK.

FADE IN:

GLORIA’S WINDOW - NIGHT

Gloria is still at the window facing the camera. Mint is 
still at her side.

GLORIA
So, daddy tells me the story 
about grandma’s special China 
teapot, how she got it from China 
and how most of them broke when 
coming back from China. I had to 
go and break it. He had said how 
special it was because it 
belonged to grandma, and I didn’t 
want him to know it was broken...

FADE TO:

BAKER’S HOME

Dramatic low angle, looking up at Gloria standing in the 
kitchen with the broken teapot at her feet. 

COPYRIGHT 2008  EL VideoGraphics  8

Sugar Pals 104 - The Broken China Teapot Report 



(Play the scene in an overly dramatic way with sharp angles 
and dark shadows.)

GLORIA
... I had to do something to make 
it better again.

At the entrance, Rolly and Mint are peeking in around the 
corner. Lottie jumps into view...

LOTTIE
Gloria, is everything okay? I 
heard a cra-

Zoom in on Lottie who has a surprised shock on her face.

LOTTIE (CONT’D)
<gasps> Is that... Is that the 
special teapot? What happened?

Gloria turns in surprise - she’s been caught, but...

GLORIA
Nothing happened! It’s not the 
special teapot. It’s just a 
normal China teapot.

She quickly covers her mouth at the slip. Then...

GLORIA (CONT’D)
It’s just a normal teapot, that’s 
all. I dropped a normal teapot. I 
can fix this. It’s like... It’s 
like...

She searches for the words, while fiddling her fingers...

GLORIA (CONT’D)
It’s like putting together a 
jigsaw puzzle! Yeah! Heh heh...

LOTTIE
Gloria... What happened? You 
should tell the truth.

Lottie moves in. 

Gloria quickly starts picking up the large broken pieces.

GLORIA
Lottie, I can fix this. Really. 
Please don’t tell my daddy.

LOTTIE
But, Gloria, he has to know. It’s 
already broken.
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GLORIA
No, it’s not, see?

She starts showing Lottie how some of the broken pieces fit 
together - and they hold... for a moment... and then fall 
apart again.

Gloria catches the pieces and holds them again.

GLORIA (CONT’D)
I just need something to hold it 
together, like tape or glue...

LOTTIE
Gloria...

Gloria quickly gathers up the broken piece as best as she 
can and runs to her room.

Lottie quickly follows her.

LOTTIE (CONT’D)
Gloria, wait! You shouldn’t hide 
this!

CUT TO:

GLORIA’S ROOM

Gloria bursts into the room carrying the various broken 
pieces of the pot and pours them onto her table. (From 
here, it’s like a suspense film. Gloria’s eyes should have 
that hint of fear and not change at all, even if she tires 
to smile.)

She opens a drawer to search for glue.

She opens a drawer on the other side as Lottie hops onto 
the table.

LOTTIE
Gloria, I know this is a terrible 
thing, but it’s okay. You just 
have to tell your father about 
it. It was an accident.

GLORIA
Please don’t tell daddy. I can 
put this back together, and he 
won’t even know what happened.

SFX: Door opening and closing.

Gloria is more than a little scared now.
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CHARLIE
(off-screen and 
distant.)

Gloria. I’m back!

Gloria grimaces in panic and all is silent.

LOTTIE
(quietly and calmly)

Gloria, I now you’re scared. I’m 
not going to tell on you, but 
have to tell your father.

GLORIA
I can fix this!

CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

In the kitchen, Charlie puts the groceries on the table.

He notices the dishes in the sink - unwashed.

He notices something else on the floor. From a high angle, 
we zoom in on the piece Gloria missed earlier.

Charlie picks it up.

He holds it up to take a closer look.

He turns back to the table.

Rolly is there, yawning lazily. Mint is next to Rolly, 
looking a little sad.

CUT TO:

GLORIA’S ROOM

Gloria is gluing some pieces together - and it’s not 
looking good. She looks like she’s been at it for a while.

LOTTIE
I think that piece goes there.

Gloria attaches the piece. It doesn’t look right, so she 
removes it and tires another piece.

CHARLIE
(off screen)

Gloria, do you want to help me 
with dinner?

Gloria hops off her chair and runs to her door.
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GLORIA
I’m doing my home-work, daddy.

LOTTIE
Gloria! Don’t fib like that! He 
helped you check your home-work 
last night.

Gloria runs back to her table and hops back on her chair, 
and continues to try and piece the pot together with the 
attention of a precision artist!

CUT TO:

A CLOCK

Either on the wall or the table. We see the hands of the 
clock moving a little fast to cover about twenty minutes.

CUT TO:

GLORIA’S ROOM

Her progress has actually reversed!

CHARLIE
Gloria, dinner’s ready!

Gloria puts down the glue and piece she was working on and 
looks around a little.

She hops off her chair.

Next thing we see is her bed cover flopping over the broken 
pieces and glue.

Gloria tries to smooth it out so it doesn’t look like it’s 
covering anything incriminating.

GLORIA
Coming, daddy.

She steps back, looks over her handiwork, and gives a nod 
of satisfaction.

She hops off towards her door to head down for dinner.

The bed cover moves a little, then Lottie comes out from 
under the covers. 

Lottie hops off the table.

CUT TO:
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BAKER’S HOME

In the kitchen, Charlie is setting the table.

Gloria arrives at the kitchen.

GLORIA
Hi dad!

She takes the dishes from him to help set the table.

He watches her a moment. Of course, he knows by now what 
has happened. He just doesn’t know quite what she’s up to.

He turns back to the stove. Something is still cooking 
there. Note: He’s not whistling unlike earlier!

Gloria sits at the table quietly.

Charlie puts the dish before her, also quietly. She 
pretends to look pleased and making yummy sounds.

Charlie sits down - and the atmosphere feels like an 
interrogation as they eat their dinner. Charlie maintains 
his fatherly composure. The camera should switch between 
Charlie and Gloria, the angles turning and twisting weirdly 
with each lie that Gloria tells.

CHARLIE
Anything interesting happened 
today, Gloria?

GLORIA
Nope, nothing interesting.

LOTTIE
>A-hem<

GLORIA
Nothing interesting at all.

CHARLIE
You didn’t wash the plates 
earlier.

GLORIA
Oh yeah. I forgot.

CHARLIE
You put it in the sink, but you 
forgot to wash them.

GLORIA
>heh heh< Yeah, I forgot.

CHARLIE
Because of your homework.
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GLORIA
Yeah, I had to do my homework.

CHARLIE
I thought we finished your 
homework yesterday.

GLORIA
Uhm... It’s new homework. I 
forgot to do it yesterday.

CHARLIE
Is it hard?

GLORIA
A little.

CHARLIE
So, I should check it with you 
after dinner, right?

LOTTIE
(almost singing it)

Yes, this is a hard one, but you 
have to do it~!

GLORIA
(with a nervous chuckle)

I think I got it, daddy.

CHARLIE
If you say so, Gloria. You still 
have to do your chores and help 
put away the plates and the 
teapots.

Gloria gulps nervously at the mention of ‘teapot’. She 
looks towards the sink.

There are two normal teapots drying there.

GLORIA
Oh, yeah... teapots.

CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

Everything is normal as they are having dinner quietly. A 
ticking clock can be heard (?) Rolly is eating his dinner 
under the table. Lottie is on the table. Mint is off to one 
side looking for food. It’s like a quiet reflection of the 
earlier version, except Gloria’s eyes are wide and nervous.

CUT TO:
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SINK

Water splashes onto the plates.

We cut wide and see Gloria is washing the plates. Lottie 
helps by occasionally squirting soap onto the plates.

Gloria is mumbling a little.

LOTTIE
I still say you should tell him.

GLORIA
I’m going to fix it afterwards.

Gloria dips another plate in.

In the background, Charlie walks out of the kitchen 
unnoticed by Gloria.

LOTTIE
I don’t think you can finish it 
tonight. It also looks like some 
pieces are missing.

GLORIA
I got all the pieces. I just need 
to figure out how to put them 
together.

LOTTIE
Telling your father all those 
lies wasn’t good either. You 
shouldn’t lie to your father.

GLORIA
But, I...

LOTTIE
You don’t have homework. You 
didn’t really forget to wash the 
plates. Something interesting did 
happen and fixing the teapot is 
harder than you thought.

GLORIA
Well... I...

LOTTIE
So, what are you going to do now? 
Hide it some more? Cover up with 
more lying?

GLORIA
Nooo... I’m just going to fix the 
teapot and put it back. He won’t 
even know it broke.
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Charlie quietly comes back into the kitchen.

LOTTIE
Maybe you should just tell the 
truth. It seems a lot easier.

Gloria just focuses back on washing the plates.

Charlie stand next to her with a towel and picks up the wet 
plate to dry.

CUT TO:

GLORIA’S ROOM

It’s late into the night that even Lottie is sleeping on 
the bed already.

Gloria carefully puts the last piece in place, but we don’t 
see the full product.

Her face lights up. There is a nice glow before her.

We finally see the finished product - and it’s barely close 
to anything it was before, with holes and small missing 
areas. The pattern doesn’t match in areas.

GLORIA
Now, to put it back!

Action clips:- She pulls on a black sleeve on one arm.

She pulls down a black shirt.

A black glove is fastened.

Full action shot - Gloria in stealth gear and holding the 
teapot, ready for action.

CUT TO:

CORRIDOR

Gloria is sneaking on tip-toe moving quickly across the 
screen, in less than dramatic fashion.

CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

It’s dark in the kitchen, but we see Gloria entering it.

She slowly climbs up the chair.

She reaches up to place the teapot in its place...
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-And the lights come on! We see a full shot of Gloria in 
shock that she’s been found out. Charlie is standing in the 
background.

GLORIA
(voice over)

Of course it wasn’t going to be 
easy, Lottie said so.

FADE TO BLACK.

FADE IN:

GLORIA’S WINDOW

Just like before, but a little different to show time has 
passed. Go with gestures according to how she’s recapping.

GLORIA
So, I accidentally broke 
Grandma’s special China teapot 
and then I tried to put it back 
together. I also tried to hide it 
from daddy so that he wouldn’t 
know what happened. 

(beat)
Anyway, I did finally put it back 
together, and then...

JUMP CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

SFX: CLICK! The lights come on in the kitchen and we have 
the scene where Gloria is trying to put the teapot back on 
the shelf, and her father is standing behind her.

GLORIA
...I realised that I really 
should have done what Lottie told 
me to do. 

CUT TO:

BAKER’S HOME

Gloria is standing across from Charlie with her head bowed 
down in shame. Rolly and Mint are under the table observing 
the scene.

CHARLIE
So, do you want to tell me what 
happened?
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GLORIA
(sheepishly)

I was carrying the plates and the 
teapot, and then Mint and Rolly 
were running around and made me 
drop the teapot and that is what 
happened.

CHARLIE
Really?

Rolly yawns like nothing is bothering him. Mint looks 
surprised at the way this has turned. Mint lets out a small 
yelp!

GLORIA
Uh-huh...

CHARLIE
I see... Well, then I guess that 
since it’s not your fault, I’ll 
have to do something about Mint 
and Rolly.

GLORIA
Huh?

CHARLIE
Well, if they are running around 
and breaking things, I’ll have to 
keep them tied up all the time 
now. I know they won’t be happy, 
but we can’t have them always 
breaking things, can we?

Gloria looks at the cat and the candy-cane dog. The cat 
looks back with an indifferent look, Mint has sad eyes.

Gloria looks guilty and fearful.

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
If you had told me earlier, we 
could have prevented them from 
running around more. Luckily they 
didn’t break anything else. Now 
they can’t run around anymore.

Mint’s eyes grow even larger and sadder - a sad puppy dog 
pout. 

Gloria looks even more guilty.

She sighs heavily,and then...

GLORIA
I did it daddy. I dropped 
grandma’s teapot. It wasn’t Rolly 
or Mint.
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(beat, then quietly)
It was my fault.

CHARLIE
Are you sure this time, cupcake?

This is the first time he’s calling her that since he came 
back with the groceries.

GLORIA
I carried the teapot on top of 
the plates, but I couldn’t 
balance it properly. When I tried 
to put it in the sink, it just 
fell over.

(beat)
I’m sorry daddy.

Charlie puts his hand on his daughter’s head in a 
comforting way.

CHARLIE
Was that really so hard to do?

Gloria’s on the verge of blubbering.

GLORIA
It was your special teapot from 
grandma. I didn’t want...

CHARLIE
You were afraid that I was going 
to be angry and disappointed.

GLORIA
(meekly)

...yes...

CHARLIE
I’m more disappointed that you 
didn’t tell me the truth earlier. 
I’m sure it’s something Lottie 
would have told you to do.

GLORIA
Uh huh...

CHARLIE
Come here, cupcake.

He gives her a hug.

Rolly and Mint break out into heavy bawls, with tears like 
a fountain!

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
Don’t worry about the China 
teapot. 
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There’s still one more left, 
remember? Only two of the teapots 
made it back unbroken. So, we 
have to be really careful with 
that one now.

GLORIA
Okay...

CHARLIE
And you know you’re grounded for 
lying. That means extra chores 
and no TV tomorrow.

GLORIA
Okay, daddy...

Charlie picks her up and heads for the stairs.

CHARLIE
Now, let’s get you to bed, 
cupcake. It’s very late.

We’re left with Rolly and Mint, leaning on each other, 
still bawling their eyes out.

Beat... then...

As pan upward and find that broken teapot - not quite put 
together - on the table...

CHARLIE (CONT’D)
Where did you get this outfit?

DISSOLVE TO:

GLORIA’S ROOM

The broken teapot, looking exactly the same, is on her 
table but with the top open and there are flowers in it.

GLORIA
Daddy gave me the broken China 
teapot and said that it should be 
on my table as a reminder.

We pull back and Gloria is standing next to her window, but 
looking at the teapot on her table.

GLORIA (CONT’D)
It’s supposed to remind me not to 
do things that are too difficult 
for me, like carrying too many 
things at once.

Lottie hops onto the table
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LOTTIE
And...

GLORIA
It’s also there to remind me that 
I should always tell the truth, 
even when I’m afraid to.

LOTTIE
And...

We cut to the exterior of the window, we see Gloria talking 
to Lottie who is on the table next to the teapot.

GLORIA
And that I shouldn’t blame other 
people, or Rolly and Mint for my 
mistakes.

We pull back and it’s continuous...

LOTTIE
And...

GLORIA
I shouldn’t tell more lies to 
cover up the first lie...

...until the whole neighbourhood can be seen...

LOTTIE
And...

GLORIA
I should listen to you more often 
because you love me and want me 
to do the right thing.

...as we fade to black, leaving Gloria’s lit window...

LOTTIE
And...

GLORIA
I love you and daddy too. I 
shouldn’t lie to the people I 
love.

SFX: CLICK! Gloria’s light goes off

LOTTIE
And...

THE END.
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